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Wes Moore, Governor 

Aruna Miller, Lt. Governor 

Paul G. Pinsky, Director 

 

 

June 14, 2024 

 

Applicant Name: Board of Education of Montgomery County, Maryland 

 

Applicant Mailing Address for Grant Reimbursement: 45 West Gude Drive, Suite 3200, 

Rockville, MD 20850 

 

Re: Schools Decarbonization Program AOI 4 Net Zero Energy Schools  Program 

Commitment of Funds for Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24) Grant 2024-05-513S9 

 

Dear Shiho Shibasaki:  

 

The Maryland Energy Administration (“MEA”), an agency of the State of Maryland, is 

pleased to conditionally offer Board of Education of Montgomery County, Maryland 

(“Applicant”), by this letter (“Commitment Letter”) a commitment  (“Commitment”) under its 

Schools Decarbonization Program (“Program”), in an amount not to exceed one million, two 

hundred eighty-five thousand Dollars ($1,285,000) (“Grant”), for a Net Zero Energy Schools 

project including: the design and construction of a geothermal system and solar array to achieve 

Net Zero at Burtonsville Elementary (“Project”). 

 

This Commitment is conditional. MEA may rescind this Commitment if the timeline 

outlined in Section 1 of the Commitment Letter is not or cannot be met. In addition, MEA may 

rescind this Commitment if the Applicant is unable to agree to or comply with all provisions of 

the Program set forth in the Maryland Energy Administration Grant Agreement General Provisions 

(Attachment A), and the Fiscal Year 2024 Schools Decarbonization Program AOI 4 Net Zero 

Energy Schools  Funding Opportunity Announcement(Attachment B). The Applicant may request 

a rescission at any time while the Commitment is in effect before the Grant Agreement is fully 

executed.   

 

Prior to execution of the Grant Agreement, grant funds are subject to change in amount 

and availability. Additionally, for situations where the scope of work is not part of the Funding 

Opportunity Announcement, the Applicant and MEA must develop a scope of work, which will 

be part of the Grant Agreement. Any work performed prior to execution of the Grant 

Agreement is at the risk of the Applicant and is likely to be ineligible for reimbursement 

under the Program. 

 

The following constitute terms and conditions of this Commitment:  

 

1. Timeline of Commitment 

 



Commitment of Funds for FY2024 Schools Decarbonization Program AOI 4 Net Zero Energy 
Schools   #2024-05-513S9 
 

2 

 

 (a) This Commitment shall not become effective unless this Commitment Letter is  

  duly executed by the Applicant and returned to MEA by June 18th, 2024. The  

  MEA Section Chief may approve an extension to this date in writing, but in no  

  case shall the amended date be later than June 21, 2024. 

 

 (b)  Execution of the Grant Agreement shall occur no later than November 1, 2024   

  unless  extended by MEA.   

 

 (c)   If Execution of the Grant Agreement does not occur within the time set forth  

  herein or if thisCommitment terminates, this Commitment shall be deemed null   

  and void and shall have no further force and effect. 

 

2. Assignment.   This Commitment is not assignable or transferable. The Applicant’s  

signature on this Commitment Letter constitutes an acknowledgement that the 

Applicant Name and Applicant address on this Commitment Letter matches the 

name and federal tax identification number on the IRS W-9 form that the Applicant 

provided, or will provide, to MEA. In addition, the Applicant understands that any 

change to the Applicant Name, the federal tax identification number, or Applicant 

Mailing Address for Grant Disbursement may invalidate this Commitment.   
 

3. Merger.  No statements, agreements, or representations, oral or written, which may have  

been made to the Applicant or to any employee or agent of the Applicant, either by MEA  

or by an employee or agent acting on behalf of MEA, with respect to the Commitment, 

shall be of any force or effect, except to the extent stated in this Commitment Letter. This 

Commitment may not be changed except by written agreement signed by MEA. 

   

4. Governing Law.   

 

 (a)    This Commitment Letter shall be governed by and construed under the laws of the  

 State of Maryland.   

 

 (b)   If any term, covenant, or condition of this Commitment shall be held to be invalid,  

 illegal, or unenforceable in any respect, this Commitment shall be construed without such 

 provision to the fullest extent possible and shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

5. Survival of Commitment.  The obligations agreed to by the Applicant in executing this  

 Commitment Letter shall survive the execution of the Grant Agreement.  In the event of   

 any conflict between thisCommitment Letter and the Grant Agreement, the Grant  

 Agreement shall prevail. 

 

6. Historical Review. State law requires that all projects undergo a review to analyze whether 

proposed work will adversely affect properties of historical significance. If adverse effects 

are indicated, alternatives must be considered or else Federal and State funding will be 

unavailable. The Maryland Historical Trust conducts this review. If applicable to the 

Project being funded by this Grant, the Applicant is strongly urged to refrain from any 
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construction, renovation, or similar work until notified by MEA that the proposal has 

cleared the historical review process. Failure of the proposal to clear the historical review 

process may prohibit MEA from funding the Grant. 

 

 

  

NOTE:  THIS IS A BINDING LEGAL DOCUMENT.  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 

CONCERNING ANY OF THE PROVISIONS OF THIS DOCUMENT, YOU SHOULD 

CONSULT WITH YOUR LEGAL COUNSEL BEFORE SIGNING AND RETURNING THIS 

DOCUMENT. 

 

MARYLAND ENERGY ADMINISTRATION 
 

 

_____________________________________ 

James Cobb, Jr 

Director of Finance and Administration 

 

 

Approved as to form and legal sufficiency 

 

this           day of                       , 2024. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Assistant Attorney General 

 

 

 

ACCEPTED: 
 

 

____________________________________ 

 

Name: Seth Adams 

 

Position: Assoc. Superintendent of Facilities Management 

 

Board of Education of Montgomery County, Maryland

 

Attachments: 

 

1. Attachment A:  General Terms and Conditions for FY2024 

2. Attachment B:  Grant Funding Announcement 
 

17th June
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