ADOPTED
7.10

Office of the Superintendent of Schools
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Rockville, Maryland

December 11, 2025
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To: Members of the Board of Education % A
From: Thomas W. Taylor, Superinten%o ools %7
Subject: Contract Approval for Request for Proposal No. MO26-47002—Firewalls—260001094

[ 1 Information [ X] Action

Superintendent Recommendation:

The superintendent recommends that the Board of Education approve the contract award under
E-Rate Request for Proposal No. M026-47002—Firewalls—260001094, under the Annotated Code
of Maryland, Education Article §5-112 and Montgomery County Public Schools Regulation DJA-RA,
Procurement of Equipment, Supplies, and Services.

This is a request to approve a new E-Rate contract to provide next-generation firewall solutions
to replace our legacy firewalls (FortiGate 7060E and S500E Series) and remote access
solutions (FortiClient Endpoint Management Server). These systems have become outdated and lack
the performance, scalability, and capability needed to fully support modern instructional delivery.

E-Rate, the Federal Communications Commission’s Schools and Libraries Program, provides
incentives for the use of technology in schools by offering reimbursements on broadband connections
and internal network equipment such as wireless access points, firewalls, routers, switches, cabling,
and service costs. Montgomery County Public Schools uses E-Rate reimbursements to purchase
technology hardware that enhances student access to digital resources. These reimbursements
are applied to the district’s expenditures for Internet access, routers, switches, firewall services,
wireless access points, and the installation service of these expenditures.

It is recommended that the Board of Education approve this contract for one year through
June 30, 2027.

WHEREAS, Funds have been budgeted in the amount of $2,000,000 for the purchase of E-Rate
equipment and services through Request for Proposal M026-47002—Firewalls—260001094,
now therefore be it

Resolved, That having been duly advertised, the following contract be awarded to the most responsive
and responsible bidders meeting the specifications as follows:




Members of the Board of Education 2

Division of Technology Services

MO26-47002-
260001094

TWT:IAW:amd

RFP Name: Firewalls

Responsible Department: Department of Cybersecurity
and Technology Infrastructure

Funding Source: Capital Funds

Awardee:

CDW LLC, dba CDW Government LLC,
CDW Government, Vernon Hills, Illinois

December 11, 2025

$2,000,000



