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Evaluation
Scope

English 10: Advanced Placement (AP) Seminar is an alternative to the English 10 course without prerequisites. In 2023–2024,  
six high schools in Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) piloted this course, primarily enrolling students who had taken
Honors English 9, with Gaithersburg High School expanding access to students receiving English Language Development
(ELD) services. This outcome evaluation compared the academic performance of Grade 10 students enrolled in AP Seminar
and English 10 in six participating high schools during the 2023–2024 school year. It supports the MCPS’ emphasis on
academic excellence and will be used to inform efforts to provide programmatic and discrete opportunities for all students, as
outlined in the MCPS’ 2026–2030 Strategic Plan.

Methods

Findings

This study used a quasi-experimental design to compare 2023–2024 Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program English
Language Arts/Literacy (MCAP ELA/L) and AP Seminar exam outcomes for Grade 10 students in the English 10: AP Seminar
course with matched students enrolled in the English 10 course based on PSAT Reading and Writing scores, demographics,
and services received.

Student Characteristics
In the 2023–2024 school year, 337 students enrolled in English 10: AP Seminar, while 2,294 students took English 10 across
six MCPS high schools. Compared to their peers in the English 10 course, more students who took AP Seminar were female
(60.5%) or Asian (27.3%). Students in most other groups were less represented in the AP Seminar course. Enrollment rates
were similar for students who identified as Black or African American (31.8% in AP Seminar vs. 31.3% in English 10) and White
(13.4% in AP Seminar vs. 12.9% in English 10). A smaller percentage of students identified as Emergent Multilingual Learner
(EML) or recently exited EML (5.9% vs. 14.1%), Free and Reduced-price Meals System (FARMS) services (38.9% vs. 52.7%), or
with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) (0.6% vs. 11.8%) enrolled in AP Seminar compared to English 10.
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Findings

Prior Academic Performance 
Although enrollment in the English 10: AP Seminar course was open to all students without prerequisites in the six
participating high schools, most students who enrolled in AP Seminar had taken Honors English 9 the previous year. Their
performance in that course provided insight into their academic readiness, as success in Honors English 9 is a strong
indicator of success in AP Seminar. Compared to their peers in the English 10 course, most AP Seminar students who earned a
grade of C or higher in English 9 maintained that level of performance. However, all students who earned lower than a C in
English 9 continued to receive a grade lower than a C in AP Seminar. 

The PSAT/NMSQT, administered in October 2023, provided an early measure of student performance in the beginning of
enrolling in the AP Seminar course, and served as an indicator of college readiness. On the PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing,
79.3% of AP Seminar students met the college-readiness benchmark (score of 430 or above), compared to 47.8% of English 10
students. 

The differences in both English 9 course grade and PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing were statistically significant between
the two course options, except for students with grades lower than a C in English 9. This statistical significance suggests that
the observed differences were likely due to the effects of the AP Seminar course rather than random variation.

Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L Assessment Performance by English 10 Courses
English 10: AP Seminar students had a higher proficiency rate (89.4%, N=178) on the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment than
English 10 students (83.2%, N=529). Statistically significant differences were found among female students, those who
identified as Asian or White, and students receiving FARMS services, with small to medium practical effects. Analyses for
students identified as EML, recently exited EML, or those with an IEP were not conducted due to small sample sizes. 
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Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L Assessment Performance  by AP Seminar Exam Performance
Among AP Seminar students who earned a score of 3 or higher on the AP Seminar exam (N=194), 96.4% were proficient on the
Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment compared to 67.4% of those who scored 1 or 2 (N=43), a statistically significant
difference. This trend was consistent across various student groups and statistically significant for male and female students,
those who identified as Black or African American, Hispanic/Latino, or White, and students receiving FARMS services. Results
for students identified as EML, recently exited EML, and those with an IEP were limited due to small sample sizes.

Future
Considerations

With support from the Division of Teaching and Learning, the Department of Shared Accountability should develop research-
and evidence-based guidance to help schools advise students about enrolling in English 10: AP Seminar. 

Analyses in this report indicate that strong performance in the English 9 course and on the PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing
assessment predicts success in the AP Seminar course. However, since these results are usually available after course
registration, more research is needed to identify earlier indicators of readiness for the course. 

Summary

In its first year of implementation across six MCPS high schools, compared to the English 10 course, enrollment in the English
10: AP Seminar course was higher among female students and those identified as Asian, but lower among male students,
those identified as Hispanic/Latino, Two or More Races, EML, recently exiting EML, students receiving FARMS services, or
those with an IEP. Students with stronger prior academic performance demonstrated higher proficiency rates on the Grade 10
MCAP ELA/L assessment compared to their English 10 peers. Additionally, students who earned higher scores on the AP
Seminar exam were more likely to be proficient on the MCAP ELA/L assessment, underscoring the course’s potential academic
benefits. However, small sample sizes for some student groups limit the generalizability of these findings.



On Ju ly  8 ,  2019 ,  Montgomery  County  Publ ic  Schools  (MCPS)  began implement ing  the  Innovat ive  School
Ca lendar  ( ISC)  a t  Arco la  and  Roscoe R .  N ix  (N ix)  e lementary  schools .  The  in i t ia t ive  extends  the  school  year
ca lendar  by  30  days  to  increase  s tudents '  exposure  to  academic  content  and  access  to  innovat ive ,
enr iched sc ience  and soc ia l -emot iona l  learn ing  programs.

BackgroundThe English 10: AP Seminar was a flexible course offering that allowed students to take the AP Seminar course in place of the English 10 course, with no
prerequisites (College Board, 2023). Students had the opportunity or option to take the AP Research course after completing the AP Seminar course. If a high
school (e.g. Damascus High School) offered both the English10: AP Seminar and AP research, students had the option to pursue the AP Capstone Diploma, an
award valued by colleges. 

Beginning in 2023–2024, six MCPS high schools offered English 10: AP Seminar as an option for Grade 10 students after the Division of Teaching and Learning
introduced the course the previous year. The participating schools were: Clarksburg, Damascus, Gaithersburg, Paint Branch, Springbrook, and Wheaton high
schools. Although AP Seminar has no prerequisites, schools set their own enrollment criteria. The course was generally offered to students who had taken
Honors English 9, Gaithersburg High School expanded access by offering two co-taught sections for students receiving ELD services. In 2024–2025, the English
10: AP Seminar course offering was expanded to 11 high schools.

Overview

Program Goals Program Components

Program Description

Expose more Grade 10 students to the English 10: AP Seminar
course and offer them college-level academic experiences.

Expand the English 10: AP Seminar course to more schools to
ensure equitable access to enriched and accelerated learning
opportunities.

Emphasizes evidence-based reading, writing, and speaking to build
a strong foundation of critical and transferable research skills for
success in college and career. 

It aligns with the current English 10 curriculum while providing
greater flexibility for interdisciplinary research.

Develops critical thinking, research, analysis, and communication
skills with a focus on exploring real-world or academic topics.

Shared Accountability - August 2025 4

The English 10: AP Seminar course builds on core English 10 skills and
incorporates additional skills, including literary analysis and creative writing,
to prepare students for success in high school, college, and career (College
Board, 2022).



On Ju ly  8 ,  2019 ,  Montgomery  County  Publ ic  Schools  (MCPS)  began implement ing  the  Innovat ive  School
Ca lendar  ( ISC)  a t  Arco la  and  Roscoe R .  N ix  (N ix)  e lementary  schools .  The  in i t ia t ive  extends  the  school  year
ca lendar  by  30  days  to  increase  s tudents '  exposure  to  academic  content  and  access  to  innovat ive ,
enr iched sc ience  and soc ia l -emot iona l  learn ing  programs.

Background
This outcome evaluation investigated the academic performance of Grade 10 students who took the English 10: AP
Seminar course as their English 10 course in 2023–2024 compared to their peers taking the English 10 course across six
pilot high schools. This study analyzed student outcomes on the AP Seminar exam and the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L
assessment. The results were also disaggregated by student group to understand the access in the course enrollment.
This evaluation supports MCPS’ goal of academic excellence outlined in the 2026–2030 Strategic Plan and will help guide  
efforts to provide programmatic and discrete opportunities for all students through innovative and enriched learning
experience.

Was there a difference in the performance of the Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L assessment for Grade 10 AP Seminar students who
earned a score of 3 or higher on the AP Seminar exam compared
to those who scored 1 or 2 in the 2023–2024 school year?

What was the performance of Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L
assessment for Grade 10 students who took the English 10: AP
Seminar course in the 2023–2024 school year compared to
those who took the English 10 courses using a matched sample?

What were the characteristics and prior academic performance
of Grade 10 students who took the English 10: AP Seminar
course in the 2023–2024 school year compared to those who
took the English 10 courses?

To analyze the academic performance of students who enrolled
in the AP Seminar course using the AP Seminar exam and the
Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment as outcome measures.

To understand the evidence about the impact of taking AP
Seminar on student learning and achievement.

Evaluation Scope 
Background

Purpose of  Evaluation Research Questions

Shared Accountability - August 2025 5
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Ca lendar  ( ISC)  a t  Arco la  and  Roscoe R .  N ix  (N ix)  e lementary  schools .  The  in i t ia t ive  extends  the  school  year
ca lendar  by  30  days  to  increase  s tudents '  exposure  to  academic  content  and  access  to  innovat ive ,
enr iched sc ience  and soc ia l -emot iona l  learn ing  programs.
BackgroundThis outcome study is an analysis of the effect of the English 10: AP Seminar course option on performance on the MCAP ELA/L Grade 10 assessment and the AP

Seminar exam taken by Grade 10 students during the 2023–2024 school year. Students enrolled in the AP Seminar course were matched with comparison
students enrolled in the English 10 course based on fall 2023 PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing scores, gender, race/ethnicity, and service receipt. A quasi-
experimental design was used to compare outcomes between students in the English 10: AP Seminar course and a matched comparison group of students in the
English 10 course.  

Overview
Methods
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Interested group: Students enrolled in the English 10: AP Seminar course.
Outcome measures included 

Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment: Scale scores were used for the second
research question, and performance levels (proficient vs. not proficient) were
analyzed for the third research question.
AP Seminar exam scores were used for non-parametric tests in the third
research question and hence were categorized into two groups: scores of 3 or
higher, and scores of 1 or 2. An AP exam score of 3 or higher was considered
college ready.

A comparison group for those enrolled in the English 10 course was identified
using the following data:

Prior academic performance: The PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing section
score taken in October 2023. 
Gender: Female, male, or non-binary
Student race/ethnicity: Asian; Black or African American; Hispanic/Latino;
White; Two or More Races; All Other student groups (including American
Indian or Alaskan Native and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander)
Receipt of services: EML/Recently Exited EML, FARMS, and IEP 

 Analysis
For the first research question, descriptive statistics were used to summarize
the student characteristics. Chi-square tests were conducted to determine the
association between English 9 course grades and English 10 course grades in
either the AP Seminar or English 10 course. The same statistical procedure was
applied to assess the association between PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing
performance (scores of 430 or above) and the enrollment in either the AP
Seminar course or the English 10 course. 
For the second research question, Analysis of covariance (ANCOVA) was
conducted to determine whether statistically significant differences existed in
Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment performance between the AP Seminar and
English 10 groups, while controlling for prior academic performance. If Levene’s
test indicated a violation of the assumption of equal variances, Welch’s test and
the Brown–Forsythe test were conducted to verify the statistical significance of
group differences (Delacre et al., 2019). Partial eta-squared (η²p) was used to
estimate the practical impact of enrollment in AP Seminar on Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L assessment outcomes (Jané et al., 2024). An effect size of 0.01 is
considered small, 0.06 is medium, and 0.14 is large.
For the third research question, Chi-square test was conducted to determine the
association between Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L proficiency and AP Seminar exam
performance. Cramer’s V was reported to estimate the practical effect of AP
Seminar students’ exam score on Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment
performance (Jané et al., 2024). An effect size of 0.10 is considered small, 0.30
is medium, and 0.50 is large.

Shared Accountability - August 2025

Data Measures

Data Interpretation
Results were considered statistically significant at the p < .05 level, indicating
that the observed differences in outcomes between the AP Seminar and English
10 groups are due to the program effect instead of a random occurrence.
Descriptive results were disaggregated by student groups, but findings for small
groups should be interpreted with caution due to limited sample sizes.
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Variable(s) that Limit the
Sample Size

English 10: AP
Seminar (N)

English 10
(N)

Research Question 1: Student
Characteristics

None 337 2,294

Research Question 1: Prior
Academic Performance:

English 9 Course
English 9 course 336 2,208

Research Question 1: Prior
Academic Performance:

PSAT/NMSQT

PSAT/NMSQT Reading and
Writing

328 1,980

Research Question 2: Grade 10
MCAP ELA/L

PSAT/NMSQT Reading and
Writing, Demographics, Services,

MCAP ELA/L

199 (272 before
statistical
procedure)

636

Research Question 3: AP
Seminar Exam

English 10: AP Seminar Course
Enrollment, AP Seminar Exam,

MCAP ELA/L
237 N/A

Shared Accountability - August 2025
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Methods
The analytical sample sizes varied across the three
research questions due to data availability. For the first
research question on student characteristics, 337
Grade 10 students enrolled in English 10: AP Seminar
and 2,294 in English 10, totalling 2,631 students across
six participating high schools during the 2023–2024
school year. Sample sizes for prior academic
performance measures were slightly smaller due to
missing data on English 9 course grades or
PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing scores. 
For the second research question, students were
matched based on prior academic performance and
demographic characteristics. The original matched
sample included 272 English 10: AP Seminar students,
and 636 English 10 students. Due to data availability,
the sample for AP Seminar students was reduced to
199 in the analysis. The matching method is described
in detail on the following page.
For the third research question, the sample included
237 students who took the AP Seminar course and the
corresponding exam, as well as the Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L assessment. Students enrolled in the English 10
course did not take the AP Seminar exam. This analysis
compared MCAP ELA/L performance between students
who earned a score of 3 or higher on the AP Seminar
exam and those who scored 1 or 2.

Sample Size

Sample
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Matched English 10: AP Seminar
Course Enrollees (N=272)

Matched & Weighted 
English 10 Course Enrollees (N=636)

Average Baseline PSAT/NMSQT
Reading and Writing Score 497.17

Female 59.9

Male/Non-binary 40.1

Asian 27.2

Black or African American 31.6

Hispanic/Latino 24.3

Two or More Races 2.2

White 14.7

All Other Student Groups 0.0

EML/Recently Exited EML 4.0

FARMS 34.9

IEP 0.4

Shared Accountability - August 2025

Sample for Research Question 2
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Methods
Coarsened exact matching (CEM) was used to identify
English 10 students with characteristics similar to those
enrolled in the English 10: AP Seminar course. CEM
groups students into broader categories (e.g.,
PSAT/NMSQT score ranges) and matches them exactly
within these categories to ensure comparability (Guy et
al., 2021). The comparison group was then weighted to
balance baseline academic performance, gender,
race/ethnicity, and service receipt. After matching and
weighting, the two groups were equivalent on average in
PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing scores and
demographic distributions. The statistics reported in the
table apply to both the AP Seminar and matched
comparison groups. 
The PSAT/NMSQT was administered to all Grade 10
students in fall 2023. This analysis used only the Reading
and Writing section score, given the focus on English
performance. The average score for both groups was
497.
A higher percentage of AP Seminar course enrollees
were female (59.9%) compared to male and non-binary
enrollees (40.1%).
Regarding race/ethnicity, 31.6% of students were Black
or African American, 27.2% were Asian, and 24.3% were
Hispanic/Latino. Students identified as White or Two or
More Races made up 14.7% and 2.2% of the sample,
respectively.
In terms of service receipt, 4.0% of the analytic sample
identified as EML or recently exited EML, 34.9% received
FARMS services, and 0.4% were students with an IEP. 

Average baseline PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing Score and Percentage
Distribution by Gender, Race/ethnicity, and Service Receipt Analytic Samples
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AP Seminar English 10
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Although six participating high schools did not set any
enrollment criteria for the English 10: AP Seminar course,
most students who enrolled in AP Seminar had taken
Honors English 9 the previous year. In the 2023–2024
school year, 337 students were enrolled in the AP Seminar
course, and 2,294 students were enrolled in the English 10
courses across six participating high schools. 

Of the 337 students enrolled in the AP Seminar course,
60.5% (N=204) were female and 39.2% (N=132) were male.
Among the 2,294 students enrolled in the English 10
course, 45.5% (N=1,043) were female and 54.3% (N=1,245)
were male. Overall, a higher proportion of female students
enrolled in the AP Seminar course (60.5%) compared to
the English 10 course (45.5%).

Among racial/ethnic groups, a higher percentage of
students who identified as Asian were enrolled in the AP
Seminar course (27.3%) compared to their peers in the
English 10 course (13.1%). In contrast, smaller
percentages of students who identified as Hispanic/Latino
(24.3%) or Two or More Races (2.7%) were enrolled in the
AP Seminar course compared to their peers in the English
10 course (38.1% and 4.3%, respectively). The percentages
of students who identified as Black or African American or
White were similar between the AP Seminar and English 10
course groups.

Student Characteristics

Shared Accountability - August 2025 9

English 10: AP Seminar
(N=337)

English 10 (N=2,294)

60.5% Female 

39.2% Male

Note. Students identified as Non-binary or American Indian or Alaskan Native and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander were included with all
students but were not reported separately due to small group size. 

45.5% Female 

54.3% Male

Gender and Race/Ethnicity

English 10: AP Seminar English 10

27.3%
N=92

13.1%
N=301

31.8%
N=107 24.3%

N=82 2.7%
N=9

13.4%
N=45

31.3%
N=718

38.1%
N=875

4.3%
N=99

12.9%
N=295
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The six participating high schools did not establish
specific enrollment criteria for the English 10: AP Seminar
course but reached out to students who had taken Honors
English 9 the previous year given the course’s rigorous
content. This likely explained the low enrollment rates for
students receiving ELD services or those with an IEP.  

Of the 337 students enrolled in the AP Seminar course in
2023–2024, 20 (5.9%) identified as EML or recently exited
EML, 131 (38.9%) received FARMS services, and 2 (0.6%)
were students with an IEP. Among the 2,294 students
enrolled in the English 10 course, 323 (14.1%) identified as
ELD or recently exited EML, 1,208 (52.7%) received FARMS
services, and 271 (11.8%) were students with an IEP.

The percentage of students identified as EML or recently
exited EML was lower among AP Seminar students (5.9%)
compared to English 10 students (14.1%), likely due to the
fact that only Gaithersburg High School offered the AP
Seminar course to students receiving ELD services.
Similarly, a smaller proportion of AP Seminar students
received FARMS services (38.9%) than those in the English
10 course (52.7%). Additionally, just 0.6% of AP Seminar
students had IEPs, compared to 11.8% of students in the
English 10 course.

Student Characteristics
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English 10: AP Seminar English 10 

Note. ELD = English Language Development; FARMS = Free and Reduced-price Meals System; IEP=Individualized Education Program. 

Not ELD/RELD (N=317)
94.1%

ELD/RELD (N=20)
5.9%

EML/Recently 
Exited EML

Not FARMS (N=206)
61.1%

FARMS (N=131)
38.9%

Not IEP (N=335)
99.4%

IEP (N=2)
0.6%

FARMS

IEP

Not ELD/RELD (N=1971)
85.9%

ELD/RELD (N=323)
14.1%

FARMS (N=1208)
52.7%

Not FARMS (N=1086)
47.3%

Not IEP (N=2023)
88.2%

IEP (N=271)
11.8%

Service Receipt
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English 10: AP Seminar (N=336)

For the 336 students enrolled in the AP Seminar
course, 94.9% of students who earned a C or higher
in the English 9 course also earned a C or higher in
the AP Seminar course, which was statistically
significant. This suggests a strong connection
between earlier academic success in English 9 and
later performance in the course. In other words,
students who performed well in English 9 were
likely to sustain that level of performance in AP
Seminar. 
However, 100.0% of students who earned a grade
of D or E in English 9 also earned a grade below C
in AP Seminar. Statistical testing showed the
difference was not statistically significant between
English 9 grades below C and AP Seminar grades
below C. This means that the observed difference
may not be due to a real effect of the AP Seminar
course rather than due to chance. 
A similar trend was observed among English 10
students: 83.6% of the 2,208 students with a C or
higher in English 9 maintained that performance.
However, unlike students in the AP Seminar course,
33.6% of those with below-C grades in English 9
improved to a C or higher in English 10.

In 2023–2024, there were 336 students enrolled in the
English 10: AP Seminar course and 2,208 students enrolled
in the English 10 course across six participating high
schools, all of whom had completed the English 9 course
in the previous year.

Student Characteristics

Shared Accountability - August 2025 11

English 10 (N=2,208)

Note. Only students who took English 9 in 2022–2023 were included in the analysis.
*Statistically significant difference on English 10 course grade for students who previously took English 9 between English 10: AP Seminar and English
10, Chi-square, p<.05. 

English 9 Course Performance 

English 9 Course Grade C+* English 9 Course Grade C+*

English 9 Course Grade D & E 

English 10 D or E (N=1)
100%

English 9 Course Grade D & E 

English 10 D or E (N=156)
66.4%

English 10 C+ (N=79)
33.6%

94.9%

English 10 C+ (N=318)
94.9%

English 10 D or E (N=17)
5.1%

English 10 C+ (N=1,650)
83.6%

English 10 D or E (N=323)
16.4%
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Met (N=260)
79.3%

Not Meeting (N=68)
20.7%

Not Meeting (N=1,034)
52.2%

Met (N=946)
47.8%

English 10: AP Seminar

Student Characteristics

Shared Accountability - August 2025 12

English 10

Note. Only students who took the PSAT/NMSQT in the fall of 2023–2024 were included in the analysis.
*Statistically significant difference on PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing scores between students who took English 10: AP Seminar and English 10,
Chi-square, p<.05. 

PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing Performance

Earning a PSAT/NMSQT Reading
and Writing Score 430+ (N=328)*

Earning a PSAT/NMSQT Reading
and Writing Score 430+(N=1,980)*

There were 328 students enrolled in the English 10: AP
Seminar course who took PSAT/NMSQT test and 1,980
students who enrolled in the English 10 course in 2023–
2024.

The PSAT/NMSQT is one of the measures used to
assess students’ college readiness in high school.
The Reading and Writing section score ranges from
160 to 760, with the College Board’s college
readiness benchmark for Grade 10 students set at
430  (College Board, 2024).
Of the 328 students enrolled in the AP Seminar
course, 79.3% met or exceeded the PSAT/NMSQT
Reading and Writing benchmark. In contrast, only
47.8% of the 1,980 students in the English 10
course met this benchmark.
This difference in performance on the
PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing section was
statistically significant, indicating that students in
the AP Seminar course were more likely to
demonstrate college readiness than their peers in
the English 10 course. Similar to the patterns
observed in English 9 course performance, this
suggests that prior academic achievement—such
as scoring above the benchmark on the
PSAT/NMSQT—was a strong predictor of later
success in more advanced coursework. 
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Among the 199 students enrolled in English 10: AP
Seminar in 2023–2024 in the matched sample, 89.4%
(N=178) were proficient on the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L
assessment, compared to 83.2%  (N=529) of 636 students
in the English 10 course. Of female students, 88.1%
(N=104) in AP Seminar were proficient, compared to 83.7%
(N=319) in English 10. For male students or those who
identified themselves as non-binary, proficiency was 91.4%
(N=74) in AP Seminar versus 82.6% (N=210) in English 10.

These differences were statistically tested to determine
whether they were likely due to random occurrence. Partial
eta-squared (η²p) was used to measure the magnitude of
effect sizes, indicating how substantial the differences in
Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L performance were between
students in AP Seminar and those in English 10. The
differences for all students (η²p=0.019) and for female
students (η²p=0.012) were statistically significant,
meaning the higher proficiency rates in the AP Seminar
course are likely due to a true program effect, not just a
random result. However, the difference for male and non-
binary students (η²p=0.012) was not statistically
significant, suggesting that the observed differences could
have occurred by chance. Although statistically significant
for all students and for female students, the practical
effect sizes were small, with values close to 0.01.

Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L Proficiency

Shared Accountability - August 2025 13

88.1% Female* Proficient 

*Statistically significant difference on Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L proficiency levels between students who took English 10: AP Seminar and English 10,
ANCOVA, p<.05.  

83.7% Female* Proficient

82.6% Male/Non-binary Proficient

All Students and Gender

English 10: AP Seminar
(N=199)*

English 10
(N=636)*

Proficient in MCAP ELA/L (N=178)
89.4%

Not Proficient (N=21)
10.6%

Proficient in MCAP ELA/L (N=529)
83.2%

Not Proficient (N=107)
16.8%

91.4% Male/Non-binary Proficient 
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Among English 10: AP Seminar students, over 93.0% of those identified as Asian, Two or More Races, or White were proficient on the Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L assessment, compared to about 83.0% of Black or African American and Hispanic/Latino students. Similarly, in the English 10 course, students
identified as Asian and White had high proficiency rates (93.0% or higher), while rates for those identified as Black or African American, Hispanic/Latino,
or Two or More Races ranged from 70.0% to 83.0%. While proficiency differences between the two courses were observed across all racial/ethnic
groups, only the differences for students who identified as Asian (η²p=0.031) and White (η²p=0.044) were statistically significant, meaning the
differences were likely due to the effect of the AP Seminar course. Although the effect sizes for Asian and White students were in the small (0.01) to
medium (0.06) range, the limited sample sizes for these groups reduced the statistical power to confirm a meaningful practical effect. 
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Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L Proficiency
Race/Ethnicity

Note. BL=Black or African American; HI=Hispanic/Latino; MU=Two or More Races. Students identified as Non-binary or American Indian or Alaskan Native and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander were not reported separately due to small
group size.
*Statistically significant difference on Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L proficiency levels between students who took English 10: AP Seminar and English 10, ANCOVA, p<.05. 
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Findings

In the 2023–2024 school year, among the 199 students
enrolled in the English 10: AP Seminar course, 3 students
(1.5%) identified as EML or recently exited EML, 60
students (30.2%) received FARMS services, and none had
an IEP. Among the 636 students in the English 10 course,
25 (3.9%) identified as EML or recently exited EML, 222
(34.9%) received FARMS services, and 2 (0.3%) were
students with an IEP.

Among students who identified as EML or recently
exited EML (η²p=0.033), 33.3% of those in the AP
Seminar course were proficient on the Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L assessment, compared to 20.7% in the English
10 course.
For students receiving FARMS services (η²p=0.018),
81.7% of AP Seminar students were proficient, while
73.8% of their peers in the English 10 course were
proficient.
There were no students with an IEP enrolled in the AP
Seminar course. Among students with an IEP in the
English 10 course, none demonstrated proficiency on
the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment.
Among students receiving services, only the
differences for those receiving FARMS services were
statistically significant. The practical effect size of
0.018 for students receiving FARMS services was a
small effect. Due to small sample sizes and the
absence of statistically significant differences, results
for students identified as EML or recently exited EML
or with an IEP should be interpreted with caution. 
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English 10: AP Seminar English 10 

Note. ELD = English Language Development; FARMS = Free and Reduced-price Meals System; IEP=Individualized Education Program. 
*Statistically significant difference on Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L proficiency levels between students who took English 10: AP Seminar and English 10, ANCOVA,
p<.05. 

Not Proficient (N=2)
66.7%

Proficient in MCAP ELA/L (N=1)
33.3%

EML/Recently 
Exited EML

Proficient in MCAP ELA/L (N=49)
81.7%

Not Proficient (N=11)
18.3%

No data to display

No students with an 
IEP enrolled in the AP 

Seminar course

FARMS*

IEP

Not Proficient (N=20)
79.3%

Proficient in MCAP ELA/L (N=5)
20.7%

Proficient in MCAP ELA/L (N=164)
73.8%

Not Proficient (N=58)
26.2%

Not Proficient in MCAP ELA/L (N=2)
100%

Service Receipt

Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L Proficiency



4

Findings

Of the 194 students (Cramer’s V=0.393) who took the
AP Seminar course and scored 3 or higher on the AP
Seminar exam, 96.4% demonstrated proficiency on the
Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment. In contrast, only
67.4% of the 43 students who scored 1 or 2 on the exam
were proficient.  
Among female students (Cramer’s V=0.407), 95.8%
(N=115) of those who scored 3 or higher on the AP
Seminar exam were proficient on the Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L assessment, compared to 64.0% (N=16) of those
with lower scores.
Among male and non-binary students (Cramer’s
V=0.375), 97.3% (N=72) with a college-ready score were
proficient, while only 72.2% (N=13) of those scoring 1 or
2 demonstrated proficiency.
These differences were statistically significant across
all students and gender, indicating that the stronger
performance among those who scored 3 or higher on
the AP Seminar exam was likely a true effect of
participating in the AP Seminar course, rather than a
result of chance. 
Cramer's V was used to estimate the practical effect of
AP Seminar exam performance on students' Grade 10
MCAP ELA/L assessment outcomes, comparing those
who earned a score of 3 or higher with those who had
scores of 1 or 2. A Cramer’s V of 0.375 or higher
represents a medium to large effect, suggesting a
meaningful association between AP Seminar exam
success and MCAP ELA/L proficiency.

In 2023–2024, 237 students across six participating high
schools took both the English 10: AP Seminar course and the
corresponding AP Seminar exam. An AP Seminar exam  score of
3 or higher was considered to be college-ready. 

AP Seminar Exam Performance
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95.8% Female Proficient* 

*Statistically significant difference on Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment between students scoring 3 or higher on AP Seminar exam and those with
a score of 1 or 2, Chi-square test, p<.05.  

64.0% Female Proficient*

72.2% Male/Non-binary Proficient*

All Students and Gender

AP Seminar Exam Score 3+
(N=194)*

AP Seminar Exam Score 1 or 2
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32.6%
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Findings Among English 10: AP Seminar students, over 92.0% of those who scored 3 or higher on the AP Seminar exam were proficient on the Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L assessment across all racial/ethnic groups. In contrast, proficiency rates among students who scored 1 or 2 varied. While 100% of Asian
students met the standard, 65.0% of Black or African American students, 71.4% of Hispanic/Latino students, and 40.0% of White students achieved
proficiency. No students who identified as Two or More Races in this group took the MCAP ELA/L assessment. The differences in proficiency rates
between students who scored 3 or higher and those who did not were statistically significant for students who identified as Black or African
American (Cramer’s V=0.342), Hispanic/Latino (Cramer’s V=0.348), or White (Cramer’s V=0.752). These values indicated medium to large practical
effects, suggesting a meaningful association between AP Seminar exam performance and MCAP ELA/L proficiency within these student groups.
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AP Seminar Exam Performance
Race/Ethnicity
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Asian BL HI 2+ White
0

20

40

60

80

100

Note. BL=Black or African American; HI=Hispanic/Latino; MU=Two or More Races. Students identified as Non-binary or American Indian or Alaskan Native and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander were not reported separately due to small
group size. 
*Statistically significant difference on Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment between students scoring 3 or higher on AP Seminar exam and those with a score of 1 or 2, Chi-square test, p<.05. 
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Findings

Of the 194 students who took English 10: AP Seminar
and scored 3 or higher on the AP Seminar exam in
2023–2024, 4 students (2.1%) identified as EML or
recently exited EML, 58 students (29.9%) received
FARMS services, and none had an IEP. Among the 43
students who scored 1 or 2, 4 students (9.3%) identified
as EML or recently exited EML and 22 students (51.2%)
received FARMS services. No students with an IEP took
both the AP Seminar exam and the Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L assessment, making comparisons for this group
not possible.

Among students identified as EML or recently
exited EML, 100% of those who scored 3 or higher
on the AP Seminar exam were proficient on the
Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment, while 50% of
those who scored 1 or 2 were proficient. However,
these results should be interpreted with caution
due to the small number of students.
For students receiving FARMS services (Cramer’s
V=0.275), 93.1% of those who scored 3 or higher on
the AP Seminar exam were proficient on the Grade
10 MCAP ELA/L assessment, compared to 72.7%
of those who scored 1 or 2. This difference was
statistically significant. A Cramer’s V of 0.275
represents a small to medium effect, suggesting a
meaningful association between AP Seminar exam
success and MCAP ELA/L proficiency.
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AP Seminar Exam Score 3+ AP Seminar Exam Score 1 or 2

Note. ELD = English Language Development; FARMS = Free and Reduced-price Meals System; IEP=Individualized Education Program. 
*Statistically significant difference on Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment between students scoring 3 or higher on AP Seminar exam and those with a score of 1
or 2, Chi-square test, p<.05. 
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Students with an IEP did not take either AP Seminar exam or MCAP ELA/L assessment.



Key Findings
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The English 10: AP Seminar course, offered as an alternative to English 10 with no prerequisites, was introduced in six MCPS high
schools in 2023–2024 and expanded to 11 schools in 2024–2025. In schools (e.g. Damascus High School) that also offer AP
Research, taking the AP Seminar course can lead to the AP Capstone Diploma. In its first year, the course was primarily available to
students who had taken Honors English 9 at most of the participating high schools. Additionally, Gaithersburg High School offered
the course to students receiving ELD services.

Student
Characteristics

In the 2023–2024 school year, 337 students were enrolled in the English 10: AP Seminar course, and 2,294 students were
enrolled in the English 10 course across six MCPS high schools. A higher proportion of female students (60.5%) and
students who identified as Asian (27.3%) were enrolled in the AP Seminar course compared to those in the English 10
course (45.5% female and 13.1% Asian). In contrast, students who identified as Hispanic/Latino and Two or More Races
were underrepresented in the AP Seminar course relative to their peers in the English 10 course. Enrollment rates for
students who were Black or African American and White were similar across both course options.

Fewer students in the AP Seminar course identified as EML or recently exited EML, received FARMS services, or had IEPs,
compared to students in the English 10 course. Specifically, 5.9% of AP Seminar students identified as EML or recently
exited EML, compared to 14.1% in English 10; 38.9% received FARMS services, compared to 52.7% in English 10; and just
0.6% had IEPs, compared to 11.8% in English 10. The lower enrollment of students identified as EML or recently exited
EML in the AP Seminar course may be due to the course’s rigorous content and the fact that, during the pilot year, only
Gaithersburg High School offered the course to students receiving ELD services.
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Grade 10 MCAP
ELA/L

Proficiency

In the 2023–2024 sample across six high schools, students enrolled in English 10: AP Seminar (n=199) had higher
proficiency rates on the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment (89.4%) than those in English 10 (n=636, 83.2%), a
statistically significant difference. Female students in AP Seminar significantly outperformed their English 10 peers,
whereas the differences for male and non-binary students were not statistically significant. By race/ethnicity, proficiency
rates were generally higher among students who identified as Asian, Two or More Races, or White in both courses, with
statistically significant differences favoring students who were Asian and White. Students receiving FARMS services in
AP Seminar had higher proficiency (81.7%) than their English 10 peers (73.8%), a significant difference. For students
identified as EML or recently exited EML, or those with IEPs, analyses were not conducted due to small sample sizes.
Effect sizes using partial eta-squared (η²p) ranged from 0.012 to 0.044 among student groups with statistically
significant results, suggesting small to medium practical effects.

Prior Academic
Performance

In the 2023–2024 school year, 336 students who were previously enrolled in English 9 enrolled in English 10: AP Seminar,
and 2,208 students enrolled in English 10 across six high schools. Among AP Seminar students, 94.9% who earned a
course grade of C or higher in English 9 maintained that performance, while none who earned a grade below C in English
9 earned a C or higher in AP Seminar. In contrast, 33.6% of English 10 students with grades D or E in English 9 earned a C
or higher in AP Seminar. On the PSAT/NMSQT, 79.3% of AP Seminar students met the college-readiness benchmark in
Reading and Writing (scores of 430 or above), compared to 47.8% of English 10 students. The differences in earning a
course grade of C or higher in English 9 and in AP Seminar/English 10, or scoring a college-ready score on the
PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing, were statistically significant between AP Seminar and English 10 enrollees, meaning
that the difference was likely due to the effect of AP Seminar course. 

Key Findings
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AP Seminar
Exam

Performance

In the 2023–2024 school year, 237 students took both the English 10: AP Seminar course and the AP Seminar exam. Of
those, students who scored 3 or higher on the AP Seminar exam (194 students) had a statistically significantly higher
proficiency rate (96.4%) on the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment compared to those who scored 1 or 2 on the exam
(n=43, 67.4%).

This trend held across gender and racial/ethnic groups, with statistically significant differences for female, male students
and those who identified as Black or African American, Hispanic/Latino, and White. Over 90% of students with college-
ready AP Seminar scores (3 or higher) in all gender or racial/ethnic groups were proficient on the MCAP ELA/L
assessment, while proficiency rates varied and were lower among those with lower AP exam scores.

Among students receiving FARMS services, those who scored 3 or higher were statistically significantly more likely to be
proficient (93.1%) than those who scored lower (72.7%). Due to very small sample sizes, results for students identified as
EML or recently exited EML or with IEPs should be interpreted with caution.

Effect sizes using Cramer’s V ranged from 0.275 to 0.752 among student groups with statistically significant differences,
representing medium to large practical effects. These results suggest a meaningful association between success on the
AP Seminar exam and proficiency on the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment.

Key Findings



On Ju ly  8 ,  2019 ,  Montgomery  County  Publ ic  Schools  (MCPS)  began implement ing  the  Innovat ive  School
Ca lendar  ( ISC)  a t  Arco la  and  Roscoe R .  N ix  (N ix)  e lementary  schools .  The  in i t ia t ive  extends  the  school  year
ca lendar  by  30  days  to  increase  s tudents '  exposure  to  academic  content  and  access  to  innovat ive ,
enr iched sc ience  and soc ia l -emot iona l  learn ing  programs.

Background

Future Considerations Limitations

In 2023–2024, female students and those who identified as Asian were more likely to enroll in English 10: AP Seminar, while
students identified as EML, recently exited EML, or those receiving FARMS services or students with IEPs were less likely to
access the course. AP Seminar students with stronger prior academic performance in English 9 or on the PSAT/NMSQT
Reading and Writing assessment outperformed their English 10 peers. Overall, AP Seminar students performed better than
English 10 students on the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment. Among AP Seminar students, those with higher AP exam
scores were more likely to demonstrate proficiency on the MCAP ELA/L assessment than those with lower scores. However,
these results should be interpreted with caution due to small sample sizes and limited statistical significance in some
comparisons.

With support from the Division of Teaching and Learning, the
Department of Shared Accountability should develop research- and
evidence-based guidance to assist schools in advising students on
enrolling in the English 10: AP Seminar course.

The analyses showed that English 9 course grades and
PSAT/NMSQT Reading and Writing scores are strong predictors of
success in the AP Seminar course. However, because these results
are only available at the end of Grade 9 or mid-year of Grade 10,
additional research is recommended to identify earlier indicators of
readiness for AP Seminar to better support course registration.

Conclusion
Summary

Effect sizes on the Grade 10 MCAP ELA/L assessment between
AP Seminar and English 10 students were small (partial eta-
squared = 0.002 to 0.044), suggesting limited practical impact.
However, when considered alongside statistically significant
differences for some student groups, these results indicate that
AP Seminar may still offer academic benefits. 

The effect of the AP Seminar course was largely not observed for
students receiving ELD or FARMS services, or those with IEPs
due to the small sample size.  
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Evaluation Framework

5

Based on the results in this report, the English 10: AP Seminar course should continue to
be offered to Grade 10 students to provide access to college-level coursework in their
home schools. Findings from this outcome evaluation demonstrated that students who
participated in this course option might have received academic benefits since some
student groups outperformed their peers in English 10 during the 2023–2024 school year.
However, due to the limited sample of six participating schools, the program’s impact on
underrepresented student groups remains unclear. Expanding the course to more schools
and establishing consistent enrollment guidance may help generate more comprehensive
data to evaluate its effectiveness in the future.

CONTINUE IMPLEMENTATION
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